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The Babanango Foundation

Babanango Game Reserve

The Foundation is a registered Public Benefit Organisation that has been instrumental in supporting sustainable 
development initiatives in the surrounding communities of Babanango, Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa. In 2017 
philantrophic German investors with a deep passion for wildlife and conservation, started to purchase land and together 
with three local community trusts as landowner create a project which later became the Babanango Game Reserve. 
Their vision and financial support of the project represents a balanced approach to conservation that prioritizes the 
involvement of local communities and the integration of socio-economic development with environmental protection.

is  a  proud  Big  Five  game  reserve,  a monumental feat following a complex rewilding journey. The 20,000 hectares 
of community land, set on the ancient White Imfolozi River, encompass beautiful views, valleys, and rolling hills with 
waving grasslands.

Inspiring Future Leaders Access to Water
Within a 10km radius of Babanango Game Reserve, there 
are 36 primary and high schools, along with 22 Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) centres—many of which 
face significant resource constraints. The Babanango 
Foundation’s community initiatives focus on strengthening 
these institutions by supporting infrastructure development, 
providing teacher training, and hosting engaging kids’ 
conservation camps. Recognizing that the first 1,000 days 
of a child’s life are critical for long-term development, our 
programmes also prioritise early learning and nutrition to 
ensure every child has the best possible start.

Access to clean and reliable water remains a critical 
challenge in rural communities like Babanango, where 
many households rely on distant or inconsistent sources. 
This not only affects daily living conditions but also limits 
agricultural productivity, hygiene, and overall community 
health. 

The Babanango Foundation is working alongside local 
partners to improve water access through sustainable 
solutions such as solar powered borehole development, 
and conservation education aimed at protecting natural 
water sources.
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Access To Healthcare
The key aim is to improve access to healthcare. Early intervention with 
healthcare is challenging due to the transport issues of this community. Mobile 
health clinics provide chronic medications, prenatal care, and medical support 
to the community. The programme intends to partner with the Department of 
Health, which staffs and stocks the mobile clinics.

Babanango town, with a substantial population and being the transport hub 
for surrounding rural villages, only has access to a mobile clinic, with the 
closest clinic over 20km from the town, thereby exacerbating the challenges 
faced by both staff and community from this area.

Education For Conservation 
Success
Education reduces conflict around conservation. 
For young adults, there is ranger training at SA 
Wildlife Health College, or an opportunity to 
work as an eco ranger clearing alien plants. The 
removal of invasive alien plants contributes to the 
overall improvement of the reserve including the 
wilderness sense of place i.e. the tourism value. 
The improved ecological services will enhance 
drought resilience inside the reserve and also 
improve services to downstream users. The 
restoration of the landscape will also increase the 
carrying capacity which will in turn contribute to 
improved game viewing.
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Community Gardens
Our community gardens provide food, community 
touch points and income for many groups of 
women who plant and sell excess goods to  
the  community.  This is important, because the 
community is mostly the elderly and school-going 
children.
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Sports Arts And Culture
With limited access to entertainment, sport provides 
camaraderie and exercise for youth.  Registration  
in the regional SAFA league requires local teams 
to have an identifiable kit, annual registration fees 
and to adhere to league rules. Your funds will help 
support registration and sports kits.
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Get InvolvedGet Involved
Thina Nyathi

thina.nyathi@babanango.com
067 9485 569

www.thebabanangofoundation.com

We invite you to partner with us 
in our quest to uplift the communities bordering the Babanango Game Reserve.

Your donation to The Babanango Foundation will help create ecologically sustainable economic 
activity and change the lives of local communities.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-babanango-foundation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTsUPxtrqPC6QC8_5MVQchg
https://www.facebook.com/Babanangofoundation

